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• Cinderella Q. Tandina  

“W 
hatever reason one may have in planning an early retirement, 
just be certain that the decision to retire ahead of time will never 
turn into regret. Be grateful to all whom you have worked with 
and  try to keep in touch.” 

 This was the message of 51-year old early retiree, Angelita 
Cagumbay Liway, a.k.a. Ma’am Angie when asked about what 
she can impart to those who may want to retire from work early in 
an interview with Preceptor’s View. 

 For 23 years, Ma’am Angie may have been considered the 
biggest personality among the staff of Schools Division Office 
(SDO) Dagupan City because she worked closely with nine 
schools division superintendents. These people whom 
she considered great educators were SDS Erlinda T. 
Nava, SDS Aurora T. Domingo, SDS Alma Ruby C. 
Torio (who gave her a “break” to be the exclusive 
Secretary of the Superintendent), SDS Donato 
Balderas, SDS Gloria R. Torres (who gave her a 
promotion to be Administrative Asst. III), SDS 
Froserfina J. Bravo, SDS Lorna G. Bugayong, 
SDS Maria Celia Junio- Fernandez, and 
SDS Aguedo C. Fernandez (whom she 
considered her Lucky 9).  

 “Not many could have the privilege to  
have worked closely with these great educators and 
leaders of the Department. I learned a lot from 
working with them. Each of them touched my life 
and I hope they could say the same of me,” Ma’am 
Angie said. 

 Her duties and responsibilities as 
Administrative Assistant III (Secretary II) could be 
regarded as challenging yet self-fulfilling tasks. 
Some of which were facilitating clients’ visit 
to the office of the SDS; communicating and 
handling electronic communications 
with proper directive from the Superintendent;   

Superintendents’ Angel 
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dealing with correspondence; answering phone 
calls and directing all incoming calls to 
appropriate parties promptly and efficiently; 
arranging travel and accommodation of the SDS; 
and carrying out routine duties and 
responsibilities. For a time, she also worked as 
BAC Secretariat. 

 “The biggest challenge I encountered was 
during our preparation for the ISO certification. 
We passed through several trainings and 
workshops. We worked sacrificially 24/7. We 
walked through knee-high floods due to weather 
increment which lasted for several weeks,” she 
said while reminiscing her experiences.  

 “Our efforts were crowned with success 
when SDO Dagupan City was granted ISO 
9001:2015 Certification. I was the  
Central Document Controller who 
kept and worked on 
documented information,” 
she added. 

 She believes that 
all good things must 
come to an end. 
Her 23 years of 
service in the 
SDO 
Dagupan City 
has ended but 
her heart goes 
on with its 
beautiful and 
good 
memories. And 
now she plans 
of creating 
more memories 
with her family. 

 “While still at the peak of my strength and 
energy, I want to grab the opportunity of 
spending so much of my time with my family.  
Currently, I am enjoying the company of my  
children and my husband on his work-related 
travels. Just recently, I joined his travel to 
Zamboanga del Norte, Dipolog Pagadian City, 
Zamboanga del Sur, with a side trip to Dapitan 
City and Dakak Park and Beach Resort. We also 
went to Legazpi and Naga City, Albay. I look 
forward to be with him again as he travels to 
different places.” 

 Ma’am Angie is married to a resettlement 
specialist consultant, Marco Antonio Liwag, who 
is a Dagupeño.  


